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Partners in Mission
A donation program for those who believe the Future of our Church begins with an Investment.

St. Dominic 
Level

$50.00/month 
A donation such as this 
will provide a scholarship 
for two students to attend 
our programs.

St. Catherine 
Level 

$25.00/month 
A donation such as this 
will provide a scholarship 
for one student to attend 
one of our programs.

St. Martin 
de Porres Level

$20.00/month  
A donation such as this 
will provide transportation 
for one student to our 
programs.

St. Rose of 
Lima Level

$15.00/month  
A donation such as 
this will assist with 
registration fees for one 
student to attend one of 
our programs.

Veritas Level

$10.00/month  
A donation such as 
this will assist with 
registration fees for one 
student to attend one of 
our programs.

We invite you to join our Partners in Mission 
program and change a life today!
 
DYMUSA obtains its funding from several areas: grants, private foundations, individual 
donations, and fundraising activities. This however does not cover all our program expenses.

Partners in Mission are benefactors who pledge monthly contributions to help fund the 
programs of the Dominican Youth Movement USA. Current Partners in Mission have found 
this program more convenient than traditional giving - with no repetitive checks to write 
or mailing involved. The Dominican Youth Movement USA will receive all the money you 
designate for its use and be able to count on your monthly contribution and as a result are able 
to budget more effectively. All the monies raised through the Partners in Mission program are 
distributed to help fund the financial needs of the programs.

We invite you to partner with us and assist in continuing to make these programs “life-
changing” experiences for our young people who in turn will “change the world.”

We also will gladly accept one-time donations!

For more information or to sign up visit www.dymusa.org/donate or 
contact us at donate@dymusa.org.
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Dominican Young Adult USA members attend the 
10th Annual Nuns' Build in New Orleans, LA

DYMUSA Alumni Sr. Jennifer Schaff professes Final 
Vows as a Sister of Saint Dominic of Blauvelt

Sent to Preach the Gospel, Past DYAUSA National Coordinator 
Andrew Abberton attends Dominican conference in Rome 

Almost 40 college students attended the 15th Annual 
National College "Preaching in Action" Conference
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“Rejoice...For unto you a Child is born 
...And He shall be called Emmanuel 

...God is with us”

Dear Friends,

Certainly, Christmas is a time for rejoicing in the many blessings that we have 
already received and for those yet to come.  We here at the DYMUSA have much to 
rejoice about!

This is the DYMUSA’s third year as an organization, and we are experiencing an ex-
citing time of growth.  One needs only to look at the page opposite this letter to see 
what has happened over this past year!  My heartfelt thanks goes out to Sean Puz-
zo, our Dominican Volunteer, Jessica Abejar, our new program assistant, our Board 
members, our Partners in Mission and donors, our most recent corporate sponsors, 
our college/university campus ministers, our high school campus ministers, the many 
congregations that support us and of course the many young people who participate 
in our programs.  Yes, indeed God has been with us in each and every one of you.

I thank each and every one of you for your support, encouragement, and good wishes 
this past year. As we continue to prepare ourselves to once again welcome the Savior 
into our midst, may you know the peace and joy that he brings.  

Have a joyous Christmas season, and may the New Year bring you all that you need!

With sincere appreciation,

Gina Fleming, OP 
Executive Director 
DYMUSA

DIRECTOR’SLETTER
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O ver 600 members of the Do-
minican Family from all over 
the world gathered for the 

International Congress for the Mission 
of the Dominican Order in Rome from 
January 17-21, 2017. It was a celebra-
tion of the 800th Anniversary of the 
Order as well as an opportunity to look 
towards the future of the Order. 

This once in a 
lifetime gathering 
brought together 
people from all 
walks of life, lan-
guages, cultures, 
ages, ideas, and 
beliefs. All parts 
of the Dominican 
Family were present in order to discuss 
the theme of the Congress, “Sent to 
Preach the Gospel.” The Congress 
aimed not to answer questions but 
rather to spark conversation, genrate 
new ideas about what “mission” means 
in the 21st century, and contemplate 
how these thoughts can direct the 
Order’s focus and direction.

Today, the Dominicans are present 
in over 100 countries. This vast reach 
was experienced each day as prayer 
was shared in a myriad of languages. 
Although the words may have been 
foreign, the spirit of the prayer was 
understood by all. Any language barrier 
was surely broken down by the Holy 
Spirit.

Each day the 
conference broke 
down a part the 
theme, “Sent 
to Preach the 
Gospel!” Keynote 
addresses were 
presented by 
members of the 

Order and friends of the Dominican 
family. These led to small group dis-
cussions, comprised of people around 
the world, who exchanged ideas on 
the theme and how it applied to their 
individual focus and ministries. 

At the end of each day, the Congress 
returned together to partake in a panel 
discussion which gave those participat-

ing in the Congress virtually an oppor-
tunity to respond to the presenters and 
ask questions. 

The first day of the conference focused 
on the “Signs of the Times” and how 
Dominicans can respond to the issues 
they face in the world. The keynote 
presenter called for us to see each 
human as a “gospel and sacred text” and 
to interact with humanity in ways that 
allow each of us to bring God to all we 
meet. That evening, participants tra-
versed through Rome on a pilgrimage 
to an celebrate mass at Santa Sabina, 
the mother church of the Order.

The topics of Utilization of Media, 
Non-Governmental Officials, Preach-
ing as Dialogue, and Education were 
the focus of the second day’s key-
note and discussions. Conversations 
sparked thoughts on how preaching 
in an encounter with the “other.” The 
Interfaith Mission of the Order was 
highlighted when the Congress shared 
a prayer with the Jewish community 
in Rome. It was truly an inspiring and 
deeply profound moment that spoke to 

"...deep listening to the 
will of God...to watch, 
wait, and listen, and 

assist in the birth and 
rebirth of humanity."

the themes of humanity and a universal 
church. 

The focus of the third day was a theme 
integral to the life of Dominicans: 
“sent.” The questions “To what are 
we sent,” “To where are we sent,” and 
“What does it really mean to be sent,” 
were the focus of the keynote and dis-
cussions. Master of the Order, Fr. Bru-
no Cadore, OP addressed the Congress 
stressing that we all should be mindful 
that the call to be sent should result in 

deep listening to the will of God. He 
also mentioned to watch, wait, and lis-
ten, and assist in the birth and rebirth 
of humanity.

Answering the call to be sent and 
preach can often be a difficult one; 
however, two sisters, one from Iraq 
and another from Nigeria shared their 
stories of being sent and their responses 
to “the signs of the times,” especially in 
areas plagued by trouble and violence. 

These stories highlighted the com-
passion and mission of the worldwide 
Dominican family and offered practical 
and tangible ways to spread the Good 
News to the world. 

Deep reflection and prayer were the 
focuses of the final day of the gather-
ing. Small group discussions produced 
fruitful conversations on how indi-
viduals respond to their call, how they 
feel they are being sent, and what they 
heard and experienced throughout the 

week. The day ended with a panel dis-
cussion that brought together four dif-
ferent parts of the Dominican Family: 
Friars, Contemplative Nuns, Apostolic 
Sisters, and the Dominican Laity. 

Fr. Bruno spoke of three key ideas for 
Dominicans: preaching, fraternity, and 
encounter. He preached saying, “The 
conviction of preaching is not limited 
to the liturgical homily, but is seen in 
different modes of expression to bring 

God who is longing to have a conversa-
tion with humanity and that preaching 
leads us to the heart of the world. It is 
in the encounter with the other where 
this conversation can be made, and this 
compels us to leave our bubbles and 
comforts with a sense of urgency to 
respond to the issues of the time.”

At the culmination of the Congress, all 
present were invited to participate in a 
Papal Mass concelebrated by Domini-
can friars celebrating the closing of the 

800th Jubilee of the Order. Over 2,500 
people were present - gathered from all 
corners of the world to participate and 
pray together for the future of the Or-
der. It was clear the spirit of the Order 
was alive and well and the discussions 
and conversations shared gave everyone 
great hope that the preaching does and 
will continue throughout the world! ■

-AA & SP

Sent to Preach the Gospel
Dominican Young Adults USA representative Andrew Abberton, National Coordinator 2014-2016, partook in the 
International Congress for the Mission of the Dominican Order.

DYASPOTLIGHT
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F or the past 4 years, employees and students from Do-
minican College in Blauvelt, NY and Molloy College 
in Rockville Centre, NY have traveled to El Salvador to 

assist Dominican Sister of Amityville, Flor de Maria Buruca, in 
running a faith-based camp for the children in the small village 
of Sol Naciente. From, January 2nd through January 11th, of 
this year, nine students and four employees once again had the 
privilege of participating in this life-changing experience!

Elizabeth Meittinis, a senior at Molloy College, member of 
the Molloy Chapter of Dominican Young Adults USA and the 
former Coordinator for Mission for Dominican Young Adults 
USA was one of the students on the trip. Forty-five children, 
ages 3 to 12, attended this camp. Some teenagers and adults 
from the community also participated as camp counselors and 
were a big help to all of us from the United States.

This faith-based camp is deeply rooted in Dominican Life and 
Spirituality. The theme for the camp was Catherine of Siena’s 
famous quote, “Be who you are meant to be and you will set 
the world on fire!” Each morning the children took time in 
song and prayer before being greeted by St. Catherine of Siena 
(portrayed by a student from Molloy College) for the “religion 
lesson” for the day. Each day focused on a different aspect of 
Catherine’s life. The children were given homework assign-
ments that corresponded with the focus for the day. This short 
session always ended with the singing of “This Little Light 
of Mine” in English and in Spanish and a bilingual recitation 
of a phrase taught by Dominican Sister of Blauvelt, Barbara 
McEneany: “Raise the praise! Minimize the criticize! Increase 

the peace! Silence the violence!"

After the opening session, the children were divided into three 
groups and rotated between music, arts and crafts, and sports. 
Each group had a student that was fluent in Spanish to act as a 
translator for the other students. After lunch, all of the chil-
dren participated in a community service project. This year the 
children helped to beautify the garden outside the chapel where 
the camp took place. They gathered materials from around the 
neighborhood like plastic bottles and rocks and used these to 
create fences and enclosures for the plants. What an example 
for those of us from the United States who tend to waste mate-
rials that can be used for other purposes!

The camp ended with a beautiful closing mass in which four 
children were baptized and four children received First Com-
munion. The chapel was decorated so beautifully by members 
of the Sol Naciente community. At the end of the Mass, the 
children who attended the camp all received certificates and the 
students and mentors from the colleges received a Dominican 
Cross and a beautiful plate with St. Catherine painted on it. 
The tears flowed from all as they said goodbye to the children 
and the beautiful people of Sol Naciente.

Besides the camp, each day they journeyed to different places 
in El Salvador and visited the people. The highlight for all of 
us was the celebration of “Los Reyes,” or the Three Kings. The 
children from the small town of La Union led a procession 
through the streets to a house where Mass was celebrated and 
then bags of food were distributed to the people. The students 
helped in preparing these food bags the night before and in 

Collaboration and the 
Language of Love
Dominican Young Adults USA member puts the Four Pillars into practice in El Salvador over Winter Break.

Caldwell DYA 
Stamp Out Despair

On Saturday, December 9, 2017, commu-
nity members from the Caldwell Chapter 
of Dominican Young Adults USA (Cald-
well, NJ), Mount St. Dominic Academy 
(Caldwell, NJ), and Lacordaire Academy 
(Montclair, NJ) joined the Sisters of St. 
Dominic of Caldwell for the Stamp Out 
Despair packing party at the St. Cather-
ine’s Healthcare and Convent, located on 
the grounds of their motherhouse. 

The community came in support of First 
Friends of NJ and NY, an organization that 
upholds the inherent dignity and humanity 
of detained immigrants and asylum seek-
ers.  They provide compassion and hope 
through volunteer visitation, resettlement 
assistance, advocacy, and the semi-annual 
Stamp Out Despair drives.

Together they assembled 300 folders for 
the men and women detained in the Eliz-
abeth (NJ) Detention Center. Each folder 
contained cards, paper, stamped envelopes, 
a message of encouragement, and informa-
tion on First Friends. Dominican Young 
Adults Lindsay and Lauren worked with 
Sisters De Montfort and Mary Agnes to 
organize the material beforehand, allowing 
for a smooth assembly line process. Thanks 
to their help the group was able to finish 
the work in rapid speed and with a sense of 
accomplishment and satisfaction for a job 
well done. Participants left with a renewed 
sense of what Christmas is all about. ■

-PS, op

the distribution. A great time was had celebrating with the people dancing, 
singing, and watching the children enjoy a piñata! They also visited some 
of the historic places in El Salvador. Visiting where Blessed Oscar Romero 
lived and was murdered, the Jesuit University where the Jesuits, their cook, 
and his daughter were murdered, the wall in San Salvador that lists the 
names of all that were murdered, and where the MaryKnoll sisters are bur-
ied, deeply touched our hearts and souls and made us acutely aware of the 
terrible injustice this country faced and continues to face in so many ways! 
In San Salvador, they felt right at home in the church of El Rosario, which 
is a parish run by Dominican Friars. 

The time went by very quickly and the group left El Salvador with a greater 
appreciation of the culture and the people! Our fears of not speaking the 
language quickly disappeared as they realized that the language of love 

breaks through all fears and obstacles!

For Elizabeth Meittinis, our Dominican Young Adult member, this trip 
and being with Flor certainly deepened her commitment to our Domini-
can Life and Charism. It was evident this experience of collaboration deep-
ened everyone’s understanding of Dominican Life and Spirituality. It was a 
time of living out the 4 pillars of Dominican Life in a very tangible way. ■

-DC, op

Raise the Praise. Silence the Violence. 

M
inimize the Criticize. Increase the Peace.

Students from Molloy College and Dominican College gather with campers in the village of Sol Naciente

DYASPOTLIGHT DYASPOTLIGHT
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DYAUSA 
Welcomes 
New 
Members!
Thirteen young adults recommitted themselves to the 
The Molloy Chapter of Dominican Young Adults 
USA in addition to two new members. 

The tradition continues! For the third year in a 
row, vespers for the month of November at the 
Motherhouse of the Sisters of Saint Dominic 

of Amityville were celebrated and led by the Molloy 
Chapter of Dominican Young Adults USA.

The tradition began in 2016 as part of the celebration 
of the 800th Anniversary of the Dominican Order. 
As the entrance antiphon began and the presider and 
preacher processed into St. Albert the Great Chapel, 
one could feel the great excitement that filled the room.

The Gospel of the day was Jesus’ Parable of the Talents, 
in which he heeds us to use our God-given talents, lest 
they go to waste. Rest assured, they did not!

The Molly Chapter of Dominican Young Adults USA 
is blessed with young adults with beautiful voices, 
who led the songs and psalms. It was evident looking 
around the chapel at the sisters and associates as well as 
the parents and families of these young adults that they 
were moved by these young adults.

Katt Maloney, a current member of the DYA Molloy 
Chapter and an alum of the Dominican Volunteers 
program, offered a reflection the day’s gospel. “I chal-
lenge us from this day forward not to bury our talent 
like the third servant did, but to seek as the first two 
did to multiply that talent, invest it in enriching the 
lives of others so that we may better understand the 
image in which God has made us.” 

Katt’s year as a Dominican Volunteer in the United 
Nations exposed her to many realizations that helped her 
in her understanding of the Gospel, “I don’t think we are 
occupying a time in history that lends itself to speaking of 
pleasantries alone…we must fully immerse ourselves in 
the struggle for a more equitable world, one more like the 
kingdom of heaven, in the hopes that our collective fight 
will bear all seven million of us talents that we can use to 
create a peace beyond our most fathomable imaginations.”

“This was a beautiful and prayerful event for all in 
attendance”, one sister said. Reflecting on the words of 
Katt’s reflection one sister said, “She spoke of gifts, and 
certainly she gifted us with her powerful words.” It was 
very clear from all in attendance that the “Dominican 
Spirit and Charism were infused in all of them,” said 
another sister.

After Katt’s reflection came a special part of the 
November Vespers. The Molly Chapter of Dominican 
Young Adults USA takes this time for new young 
adults to commit and for returning members to 
recommit to “living out the Four Pillars of Domini-
can Life: Prayer, Study, Community, and Mission." 
They proudly welcomed Mary Andrews and Sean 
Puzzo (a Dominican Volunteer with the Dominican 
Youth Movement USA) as new members and Andrew 
Abberton, Krystine Abberton, Jessica Abejar, Liz 
Alarcon, Emily Brierly, Joe Casella, Dan Emerson, 
Michelle Lithgow, Katt Maloney, Elizabeth Meittinis, 
and Christian Ramos recommitted themselves. At the 
conclusion of the commitment ceremony, the entire 
congregation responded by resoundingly accepting 
their commitment and encouraged them to “stay the 
course.”

Fifteen young people attended the service with many 
re-committing to membership in the organization. 
We were also overjoyed to have members of this year’s 
cohort of Dominican Volunteers from New York in 
attendance.

Sr. Gina, Director of the Dominican Youth Movement 
USA, spoke of the event saying, “It was so moving 
to see how these young people have embodied the 
Dominican spirit. They have claimed their place in the 
Dominican Family and they are very proud of it. Oh 
yes, my sisters, the Dominican Charism is alive and 
well in our young people and they will pass it on long 
after we are gone! That is a great sign of HOPE for our 
future! Our beloved Charism is in 'Good Hands.'"■

-SP

DYASPOTLIGHT

Nuns and Power Tools?
Seems like an odd combination, right?! Not at Nuns’ Build where the theme of the week is 
“Women Religious: Making a Difference.”

D YMUSA Director, Sr. Gina 
Fleming, OP, three Dominican 
Young Adults (Sean Puzzo, 

Jessica Abejar, Shakita Kabicek), and 
two Dominican Associates of Amityville 
(Kathleen Friend and Nora Toale) spent 
a week at two sites assisting in rebuild-
ing homes damaged by Katrina and the 
February 2017 tornado.

The 10th Annual Nuns’ Build took place 
from November 13-16, 2017. Sisters 
from across the United States along with 
their friends and families came to New 
Orleans to help address the housing crisis 
left in Katrina’s wake (now in the 12th 
year of its projected 20-year recovery). 
Nuns' Build is an ongoing partnership 
with SBP, formerly known as the St. 
Bernard Project, whose mission is, 
“…to shrink time between disaster and 
full recovery by ensuring that commu-
nities are resilient prior to a disaster and 
that disaster-impacted citizens and com-
munities recover in a prompt, efficient 
and predictable manner.”

Dominican Sister Mary Keefe, developed 
Nuns’ Build in response to the needs of 
the people of New Orleans who had been 
afflicted by Hurricane Katrina in 2005. 
She moved to New Orleans in November 
2007 to begin a ministry of home visiting 
in St. Bernard Civil Parish.

After hearing about Women’s Build – a 
project to encourage women to volunteer 
to rebuild homes and to raise money for 
families that could not afford the neces-
sary materials – Sister Mary suggested a 
new, similar project to SBP, Nuns’ Build!

The first Nuns’ Build was scheduled for 
early October 2009 and drew nearly 100 
volunteers for all or part of the five-day 
work week.  

Even 10 years after Katrina, thousands 
of homeowners still have not been able 
to return or afford to rebuild their homes 
after the storm. The DYMUSA crew 
began their week working on the fin-
ishing touches of a home that had been 
damaged by Katrina. Upon completion, 
the family would be returning to their 
home for the first time since evacuating 

New Orleans in 2005. 

Tragedy struck again in February 2017 
when the strongest tornado recorded in 
New Orleans history ripped through 
New Orleans East leaving considerable 
damage along its path and approximately 
10,000 homes without electricity – many 
of which had already been repaired after 
Katrina.

In one case, the tornado was a blessing in 
disguise. The damage from the torna-
do revealed that the second house the 
DYMUSA crew and others worked on 
during Nuns’ Build, had been repaired 
after Katrina with defective drywall 
which had the potential to make the 
homeowners sick. As a result, the post 
Katrina repairs had to be gutted and SBP 
began the task of re-repairing the home. 
By the end of Nuns’ build, 90% of the 
house had been drywalled with the hope 
of getting the family back in the house by 
early January!

On the last day of the week, participants 
of Nuns’ Build 2017 were able to attend 
a “Welcome Home” party which marked 
the official return of a homeowner to 
their property. It was an emotional event 
which celebrated the hard work and 
dedication of all those involved and the 
resilience of the people of New Orleans.

SBP continues to serve the needs of these 
families in New Orleans – as well as the 
families in New York and New Jersey 
suffering from Hurricane Sandy. Most 
recently, SBP mobilized to Houston, 
Florida, and Puerto Rico to assist in re-
covery from the Hurricanes that left these 
areas damaged. ■

-SP

DYASPOTLIGHT
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So Call Me Maybe?
Thirty-five students from Dominican College and Universities across the United States gathered at Molloy College in Rockville Centre, NY,  for the 
15th National College “Preaching in Action” Conference the week of May 23rd.

God has once again called on a 
new set of college students to an-
swer the call to become preach-

ers of the Good News. These students 
gathered to learn about the Dominican 
Order and its Charism of preaching as 
well as how that unique Charism can be 
incorporated into their own lives and in 
turn, passed on to others.  Over the week 
they'd learned that they too could be 
preachers of the Good News through a 
myriad of ways.

Participating universities/colleges 
included: Albertus Magnus College, CT; 
Aquinas College, MI; Barry University, 
FL; Caldwell University, NJ; Dominican 
College, NY; Dominican University, CA; 
Dominican University, IL; Edgewood 
College, WI; Molloy College, NY; 
Ohio Dominican University, OH; Siena 
Heights University, MI; St. Thomas 
Aquinas College, NY, and Xavier 
University, LA.

The conference began with a brief, but 
interactive history of St. Dominic and 
the Dominican Order complete with an 

array of Dominican Songs. While some 
students came to the conference already 
knowing about the Dominicans and their 
mission, others came without this knowl-
edge and were ready to learn and take in 
all Dominican Life has to offer. There was 
certainly a Dominican Spirit in the air.

The following 
morning, Domin-
icans throughout 
the ages (Mary 
of Magdala, as 
portrayed by S. Pat 
Hanvey, OP (Ami-
tyville); St. Dominic, 
as portrayed by 
Patrick Spedale; 
and Catherine of Siena, as portrayed by 
Lena Pennino Smith) were brought to 
life for participants who learned about 
their lives, and their own calls to preach. 
Students later learned that they too are 
part a puzzle of the Dominican Family in 
an enlightening and humorous presen-
tation by S. Pat Duffy, OP (Amityville). 
Br. Joseph Kilikevice, OP (St. Albert the 
Great Province) who is the director of the 

SHEM Center for Interfaith Spirituality, 
highlighted the Interfaith Mission of the 
Order through dance and song from a 
variety of different faiths and traditions. 

The “Signs of the Times” was the focus 
of the second day of the conference. Do-
minicans have often headed the phrase, 

“Preach with the Bi-
ble in one hand and 
the newspaper in 
the other.” A focus 
of the conference 
is awareness of the 
signs of the times. 
It is a hope that this 
will encourage these 
students to fulfill 

their own Christian mission of preaching 
the Good News. S. Margaret Galiardi, 
OP (Amityville) spoke to the young 
people about “God and Mother Earth” 
while Katt Maloney, Isabella Bogin, and 
Josie Umuhoza, all current Domini-
can Volunteers, introduced our young 
preachers to their ministries and the par-
ticular issues that are addressed in these 
ministries. Katt ministers at the United 

Nations, Isabella ministers at Siena 
House (a women‘s shelter for those with 
children under the age of three), and Josie 
ministers at the Opening Word (a literacy 
program for immigrant women who de-
sire to learn English). After each of these 
presentations, students were encouraged 
to take time to contemplate 
on what they had heard and 
how they could take what 
they had learned back to 
their campuses.

Having recently “caught 
the fire,” the students took 
the next day putting their preaching into 
action - the key to our conference! They 
spent the day in immersion sites min-
istering:  to the poor at The Inn (a soup 
kitchen), to the earth at the Homecoming 
Farm on the grounds of the Amityville 
Motherhouse, to the elderly again in 
the Amityville Motherhouse, to women 
who are working to learn English so they 
can become productive members of our 
society, and engaging preschoolers at 
Shepherd’s Gate, who are the children of 
immigrant parents here on Long Island. 
Students returned from their sites ener-
gized by the Holy Spirit, having spread 
the Good News to all those they had met 
that day. Of special note was the inter-
actions between the students and retired 
sisters at the Amityville Motherhouse. 
Connecting today’s Dominicans with 
tomorrow’s is a vital part of the mission of 
the Dominican Youth Movement USA, 
the larger organization which the confer-
ence is held under. At the end of the time 
with the sisters, the students extended 
their hands upon the sisters and together, 
joyously sang the Dominican Blessing 
which they learned the first night. 

After its success last year, time for 
“Theological Reflection” was taken before 
and after service. This led to wonderful 

sharing of stories, experiences, reactions, 
fears, attitudes, and underlying issues. As 
is the hope of the conference, many of the 
students were so moved by their experi-
ences that they made commitments to get 
more involved with their own communi-
ties upon return. 

That evening a Dominican “Open House” 
was held with members of DYAUSA, 
Dominican Volunteers, Associate mem-
bership, Leaders of the DYMUSA as 
well as religious sisters and friars. This is a 
unique opportunity for students to learn 
more about the members of the Domin-
ican Family, ask questions, and collect 
valuable information. The day concluded 
with a DJ and some late night dancing!

S. Barbara Schwarz, OP (Amityville) 
concluded the week’s presentations by 
awakening the participants to “Preach-
ing through the Arts.” Her interactive 
and hands-on presentation at morning 
prayer was a great intro to the “Preaching 
through the Arts” day. In addition to Sr. 
Barbara, S. Vicki Toale, OP, S. Ancilla 
Kleinberg, OP, S. Marianna Euring, OP, 
(Amityville Dominicans) Leone Mathon 
OPA, (Amityville Associate) and Jessica 
Abejar (a former youth preacher) present-
ed additional breakout sessions for the 
students to use their creative energies.

The closing liturgy was a culmination of 
a week of prayer, reflection, service, and 
newfound preaching skills. Students lent 
their talents as signers, lectors, Eucharis-
tic Ministers, liturgical dancers, the list 
goes on! At the closing liturgy, which 
was attended by many of the Molloy 

College community as well as the Sisters 
of Saint Dominic of Amityville, each 
college group presented their action plan. 
Students are challenged with the creation 
of an action plan for the upcoming school 
year. This plan is the vehicle for sharing 
what they have learned at the conference 

to their college campuses. In 
addition, each student presented 
an individual action plan. 

With the Dominican Charism 
firmly planted in mind, body, and 
spirit – the “Holy Preaching” con-
tinues! Once again,  It was truly 

moving to witness. Especially exciting for 
the parent organization DYMUSA was 
that out of the thirteen attending schools, 
seven have committed themselves to 
beginning Dominican Young Adult 
chapters on their campuses in the coming 
year. In that way, they will continue their 
connection to the Dominican Order.

Each then received the Dominican Cross 
and were commissioned to go forth and 
preach the “Good News” to their fellow 
students. Upon leaving, these students 
truly feel like they are part of our Domin-
ican Family and will forever be connected.

At the end of the liturgy Mateo Gomez, 
a student from Barry University shared, 
“I have been to Disney many many times 
and it is surely magical, but it doesn’t 
compare to the magic I felt this past 
week.”

Wherever they go, they will be preachers 
of God’s love, God’s peace, and God’s 
justice for all! They were encouraged by 
conference director S. Gina Fleming 
to, “Preach with your lives. It’s the only 
pulpit you need.” ■

-GF, op & SP

PIASPOTLIGHT

“Preach with the Bible 
in one hand and the 

newspaper in the 
other.”

“I have been to Disney many many times and 
it is surely magical, but it doesn’t compare to 

 the magic I felt this past week.”
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A New Class of Preachers
Some 92 students from 24 Dominican high schools spent June 23-28 exploring their Dominican heritage and learning that the call of the 
Order of Preachers is to preach through their lives.

A collaboration of congregations 
of Dominican Sisters as well 
as the Dominican Friars, the 

19th Annual Dominican High Schools 
Preaching Conference was hosted 
at Siena Heights University and the 
Motherhouse of the Dominican Sisters 
of Adrian. Students and their adult 
mentors came from California, Lou-
sianna, New York, New Jersey, Ohio, 
Texas, Illinois, Wisconsin, Tennessee, 
Puerto Rico, and, for the first time, 
Australia to gather with their peers and 
form a community of young Domini-
can preachers.

From the welcoming addresses and 
opening ritual through the closing Lit-
urgy, the students were kept engaged 
with opportunities to learn, share, and 
bond with one another. Each day of 
the preaching conference focused on a 
different aspect of preaching.

The focus for June 24 was on Preaching 
in the Dominican Tradition. Students 

were introduced to the Dominican his-
tory and to the Order’s saints through 
dramatic presentations. Patrick Sped-
ale, Director of the Office for Campus 
Ministry at St. Pius High School in 
Houston, Texas, sponsored by the Do-
minican Sisters of Houston, portrayed 
St. Dominic. Other portrayals of Do-
minican saints were Brother Herman 
Johnson, OP (St. Martin de Porres 
Province) as St. Martin de Porres, and 
St. Rose of Lima by Sister Xiomara 
Méndez-Hernández, OP (Adrian).

Michael Petro, of Cardinal Stritch 
High School and St. Kateri Academy 
in Eugene, Oregon, spoke to the stu-
dents about the Four Pillars of Domin-
ican Life: Prayer, Study, Community, 
and Preaching. Brother Joe Kilikevice, 
OP (St. Albert the Great Province), 
gave a presentation on the interfaith 
mission of the Dominican family. Sister 
Linda Mary DeLonias, OP (Spring-
field), helped the students and mentors 
prepare for a major component of the 

preaching conference: planning prayer 
services and liturgy throughout the 
week.

The students also spent their first full 
day being introduced to the various 
components of the Dominican family. 
Brother Herman Johnson, OP (St. 
Martin de Porres Province), Brother 
Joe Kilikevice, OP, and Father Dennis 
Woerter, OP (St. Albert the Great 
Province), introduced the students to 
the Friars. Speaking about the sisters 
were four Dominican Sisters of Adrian: 
Sisters Xiomara; Luchy Sori, OP; 
Marilín Llanes, OP; and Sister Kath-
erine Frazier, a novice. Katie Love and 
Marge Coneset, Associates of Adrian, 
spoke about Dominican Associates.

Also represented were the Dominican 
Laity, Kathy Niemiec and Gwendolin 
Weinberger; Dominican Young Adults 
USA, Keegan Pabst and Kiersten Di-
achun of the Siena Heights University 
chapter; colleges and universities, Lucas 

Hidalgo of Siena Heights Universi-
ty; and Dominican Volunteers USA, 
current volunteers Emili Dubar, Kayla 
Grodzicki, Katt Maloney, and Holly 
Sammons. While none of the Domini-
can nuns were available to speak about 
their branch of the family, students were 
referred to their page on the Dominican 
Life website.

On June 25, the students learned about 
various social justice issues present in 
the world today such as teen dating 
violence, the work of the United Na-
tions, racism, and art therapy and social 
justice.

They took action the next day, spend-
ing hours serving the local community 
ranging from senior citizens and women 
and children suffering from domestic 
violence and sexual assault to adults 
with disabilities. In addition, students 
helped work on homes for Habitat for 
Humanity and worked on the Perma-
culture site of the Dominican Sisters 
of Adrian, learning to work with rather 
than against nature in agriculture.

That evening, the students had the 
opportunity to share their experiences of 
the past days with their prayer partners, 
Dominican Sisters of Adrian who had 
been paired with the students to pray 
for them. The students and their prayer 

partners sat together to share conversa-
tion, camaraderie, and ice cream.

Students learned the option of preach-
ing through the arts during special ses-
sions on June 27. They had the oppor-
tunity to experience preaching through 
drama, art, dance, music, and more!

The conference closed with a vibrant 
liturgy that included music, liturgical 
dance, and encouragement for the stu-
dents to bring what they had learned to 
their home schools, families, and local 
communities.

“What a journey it has been for all of 
us,” said Sister Patricia Harvat, OP, 
General Councilor of the Dominican 
Sisters of Adrian, at the beginning of 
the closing Mass June 28. She thanked 
the students and their mentors “a 
million times over” for their presence at 
the Motherhouse in Adrian and for the 

blessings they brought to the Sisters.

“Every year, I am amazed and humbled 
by all who come to the conference and 
all who support the conference,” Sister 
Mary Soher, OP (Adrian), said in her 
reflection. Sister Mary has directed the 
conference for the past nine years.

Sister Mary noted the special commu-
nity that the students formed at this 
year’s conference. “You reached out to 
each other and you transformed your-
selves into a very special community of 
young preachers,” she said. “There is a 
kindness among you for each other that 
has allowed you to trust each other with 
God’s call in your hearts.”

The students gave concrete examples of 
how they plan to share their sense of the 
Dominican call as they came forward, 
school by school, to present their action 
plan for the coming year. School action 
plans ranged from forming a network 
of Dominican preachers in the Chi-
cago area to teaching fellow students 
about the Dominican pillars and saints, 
improving sustainability in their schools, 
and helping the school to become more 
involved in service Activities.■

-MS, op

“You reached out to 
each other and you 
transformed your-
selves into a very 

special community of 
young preachers.”
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Connecting Tomorrow’s Dominicans, Today
Sponsored by the Sisters of Saint Dominic of Amityville, NY, the October 2017 Youth Preaching Weekend welcomed 
eleven new “ Youth Preachers” to the Dominican Family. 

S tudents from St. Agnes Academic HS, College Point, 
NY, and Albertus Magnus HS in Rockland County, NY, 
excitedly arrived St. John the Baptist High School Re-

treat  on a Friday evening to begin a weekend of prayer, study, 
community, and mission. 

These students were the latest group who attended one of our 
Youth Preaching Workshops. Since the workshops began in 
2001, they have served over 1,000 students, ages 13-18, in 60+ 
workshops. The workshop encourages students to fulfill their 
own baptismal call to “Preach the Word of God, in all things 
they do" by using the gifts and talents that have been given to 
them by our loving God."

The weekend began with an introduction to the Dominican 
Pillar of Community as the students shared a meal and began 
to get to know each other.

The students then participated in a "Dominican Life 101" 
presentation where they learned about and discuss St. Dominic 
and the Dominican Order. 

Another Dominican Pillar, Prayer, was experienced in a unique 
and exciting opening prayer service in which participants and 
facilitators were asked to bring water from their homes and 
schools. The water was poured into a single bowl, illustrating 
our coming together with one another. This water was then 
blessed and used in turn to bless one another. So began the 
journey of young Dominican preachers. 

Merriam Webster defines the word “preach” as “deliver a 
sermon or religious address to an assembled group of people, 
typically in church.” One of the most important takeaways 
from the workshop for the participants was that there are so 
many ways to preach the Good News beyond the pulpit. 

Throughout the second day students attended breakout sessions 
on preaching through drama, art, music, and dance. The high-
light of the day was the chance to meet some of the retired sis-
ters for an ice cream social. This was an opportunity to converse 
with the sisters and learn from the many ways the sisters have 
preached so beautifully with their lives.

Listening to the students reflect on the workshops, one can 
hear the hunger and desire in their hearts for a relationship 
and opportunity to come closer to God. The Dominican Youth 
Movement USA is blessed to be able to provide a venue to 
foster and ignite that relationship.

Each of these workshops concludes with Sunday liturgy at the 
Sisters of Saint Dominic of Amityville's Motherhouse in which 
the students plan and participate in the various parts of the 
liturgy. However, this Sunday mass was a tad different and 
exciting. This particular Sunday, these young adults were given 
a special opportunity to witness a Jubilarian recommit herself 
to her vowed life as a Dominican of 50 years. 

Year after year participants continue to find the weekends 
spiritual and prayerful, and most excitingly, many of these 
new Youth Preachers stay connected to the Dominican Youth 

Movement USA after experiencing these weekends. Some even 
return to future workshops as mentors and have the opportunity 
to lead a new group of youth preachers. Many of these youth 
preachers will attend the Dominican High Schools Preaching 
Conference in Michigan, which continues to empower students 
to discover and deepen the preacher within through prayer, study, 
community, and the Dominican Family.

The Dominican Family is grateful for their presence among us 
and the ways in which they stay connected ■

-GF, op & SP

DYMUSA’S
Newest Program:

Youth 
Preaching 
Workshops 
To-Go
The Youth Preaching Workshops To-Go is a 
unique program that takes the core compo-
nents of the Youth Preaching Workshop held at 
the Motherhouse of the Sisters of St. Dominic 
of Amityville and brings them to young people 
across the nation. The Dominican Youth Move-
ment USA offers customizable workshops 
to introduce communities to the Dominican 
Charism and its foundation in the Four Pillars 
as well as the many ways of preaching, includ-
ing preaching through the arts and through 
community service.

If you or someone you know would be inter-
ested in having a Youth Preaching Workshop 
To-Go, learn more today at 
www.dymusa.org/ypw

Youth Preaching Workshop participants enjoyed an ice cream social with sisters in the 
Amityville Dominican’s Motherhouse.  

It’s safe to say the ice cream and conversation were a treat!

YPWSPOTLIGHT
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A native of Washington State, Sr. 
Jennifer is the daughter of Norm and 
Helen Schaaf of Port Angeles, WA.  
She holds a B.M.E. and a M.A. in 
Pastoral Ministry from the University 
of Portland.  Prior to moving to New 
York to begin a discernment process 
with the sisters, Sr. Jennifer taught 
music in Portland, Oregon and later 
served on the campus ministry team at 
Ohio Dominican University.

Sr. Jennifer has been an active 
participant in the Dominican Youth 
Movement USA, serving on the 
advisory board for the advisory board 
for the National College "Preaching in 
Action" Conference, and is a founding 
member of Dominican Young Adults 
USA.  Presently she is Assistant 
Chaplain at St. Thomas More Catholic 
Chapel and Center at Yale University, 
New Haven, CT.

Sr. Jennifer Schaaf professed final 
vows as a Sister of Saint Dominic of 
Blauvelt, NY on December 2nd during 
a liturgy in Holy Rosary Chapel at St. 
Dominic Convent in Blauvelt, NY. ■

-KB

Congratulations, 
Sister Jenn!

ALUMNINEWS ALUMNINEWS

DYMUSA Alumni
 Professes Final Vows

Sr. Jennifer Schaaf professed final vows as a Sister of Saint Dominic of 
Blauvelt, NY on December 2nd during a liturgy in Holy Rosary Chapel 

at St. Dominic Convent in Blauvelt, NY.

DYMUSA Alumni News
Joining the DYMUSA team this year 
is Dominican Volunteer Sean Puz-
zo. Sean is serving as the assistant to 
the Executive Director through July 
2018. Sean graduated from Caldwell 
University (Caldwell, NJ) in May 
2017 with a B.F.A. in Graphic Design. 
Having attended the National College 
"Preaching in Action" Conference 
as both a student and a mentor, Sean 
is an asset to the DYMUSA team. 
Sean helped establish a chapter of 
Dominican Young Adults USA at his 
alma mater and now serves as on the 
DYAUSA National Board as the Co-
ordinator for Charism through 2018. 
Sean credits the "Preaching in Action" 
conference with helping him realize he 
could use his artistic talents to preach 

the Good News. At the beginning of 
his year of service, Sean redesigned 
the DYMUSA website to better serve 
both the organization and the people 
interested in learning more. He has a 
long term goal of owning a business 
which affords non-profit organiza-
tions like ours with affordable graphic 
design and print solutions, combining 
his skills and passions. 

Also joining the DYMUSA team this 
year is Jessica Abejar as our Pro-
gram Specialist, overseeing our Youth 
Preaching Workshops in Amityville 
and assisting with planning and orga-
nizing the National College Preaching 

in Action Conference and the Domin-
ican High Schools Preaching Confer-
ence. You may recognize Jessica as a 
sacred and liturgical dancer, teaching 
and leading our student participants 
in dance at the College Conference 
and Youth Preaching Workshops since 
2014 as well as dancing at Youth Ves-
pers and other events at the Amityville 
Motherhouse. As a Youth Preaching 
Workshop alumni and current present-
er for the DYMUSA, she is excited 
to take on this new role, hoping to 
encourage and empower young people 
to discover their talents, follow their 
passions, and ultimately, share God's 
love with others. In addition to work-
ing with DYMUSA, Jessica also is the 
Founder and Director of The Moving 
Prayer, a dance company that nurtures 
and uplifts the mind, body, and spirit; a 
youth columnist for The Filipino Cath-
olic; and a POP Pilates instructor.

Kevin Sullivan and his wife Leslie cele-
brated the birth of their son, Finnian, on 
November 7! Kevin has been involved in 
DYA since its inception and has represent-
ed DYA at the IDYM in Fatima (2009), 
Bogota (2013), and Toulouse (2016). 
Leslie, a Franciscan at heart, participated 
in the IDYM meeting in Toulouse. Since 
their time in France, Kevin and Leslie 
have decided to bring Finn to Carcassonne 
someday!

Are you a DYMUSA alumni with exciting news to share? 
New job? Engaged? Marriage? New baby? We want to 
hear from you! Contact us at alumni@dymusa.org and 
let us know what you've been up to!

Visit www.dymusa.org/alumni to update your contact  
information to stay up to date on all things DYMUSA!
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UPCOMING EVENTS...

March 2018 
Youth Preaching Workshop
March 16-18, 2018

16th Annual National College 
"Preaching in Action" Conference
May 22-17, 2018 at 
Caldwell University

20th Annual Dominican High 
Schools Preaching Conference
June 25-30, 2018 at 
Siena Heights University


